
    SEARCH ! LOGIN "

The monthly magazine of opinion. Subscribe

HOME CONTACT ARCHIVE DONATE SUBSCRIBE

SCROLL DOWN FOR THE NEXT ARTICLE

[I
NTENSE_DROPCAP
font_color="primary"]H[/intense_dropcap]arry Golden was
one of mid-century America’s great characters–a hustling
Wall Street ex-con who crusaded for civil rights in his

idiosyncratic little Southern newspaper, the Carolina Israelite. He
wound up drinking champagne with Adlai Stevenson, being cited by
Martin Luther King in his “Letter from the Birmingham Jail,” and
swapping quips with Johnny Carson on The Tonight Show–a true, if
evanescent, pop-cultural star.

Golden, who died at 79 in 1981, is all but forgotten, but he’s worth a
cameo these days when Jews and blacks are more often than not at
odds on race. Despised by fervid segregationists, deemed an
embarrassment to assimilated Southern Jews, derided as inadequately
militant by ’60s agitators and black radicals, Golden was as much
tummler as journalist, the stereotypical clever, ingratiating Jew who
jollies the goyim into doing the right thing. Now, he is the subject of a
brisk, thoroughly researched, and mostly admiring biography by
Kimberly Marlowe Hartnett. Her book, Carolina Israelite, both
elevates Golden as a courageous, effective voice on the major issues of
his time and diminishes him with its portrait of Golden as a corner-
cutter and facile self-promoter. Golden played the maverick–the
refugee New Yorker transplanted in the cornpone South, polemic
journalist, son of a Hebrew scholar married to a Roman Catholic,
champion of the oppressed, union man, cigar-chomping, bourbon-
slugging pal of intellectuals and politicians. Actually, he was a
Kennedy-era liberal, more committed to civil rights than the Kennedy
administration but in sync with Democratic Cold War foreign policy.
Indeed, Golden’s prime–the years from the publication of his best-
selling Only in America in 1958 to the election of Richard Nixon a
decade later–coincides with the postwar Democratic ascendancy that
died in the jungles of Vietnam.

Premium Content for Subscribers Only

Want to read the rest without subscribing?

Yes

no thank you

Paying subscriber? Click here to sign in

Support High Quality Commentary

As the COVID-19 pandemic escalates, and its effects reverberate around the

As the COVID-19 pandemic escalates, and its effects reverberate around the

world, C

world, C

OMMENTARY

OMMENTARY

 is delivering the measured political and economic

 is delivering the measured political and economic

insights you need.

insights you need.

From its founding in November 1945, C

From its founding in November 1945, C

OMMENTARY

OMMENTARY

 has been, as our founder

 has been, as our founder

and first editor Elliot Cohen wrote at that time, “an act of affirmation.” It

and first editor Elliot Cohen wrote at that time, “an act of affirmation.” It

remains an expression of belief in the United States, perhaps most of all in

remains an expression of belief in the United States, perhaps most of all in

America’s central role in the preservation and advance of Western

America’s central role in the preservation and advance of Western

civilization. C

civilization. C

OMMENTARY

OMMENTARY

, in the words of Cohen, “is an act of faith in our

, in the words of Cohen, “is an act of faith in our

possibilities in America.”

possibilities in America.”

In this crisis, preserving that faith is more important than ever – and we

In this crisis, preserving that faith is more important than ever – and we

remain committed to sustaining it.

remain committed to sustaining it.

But there is no doubt that the intensifying crisis puts us, like so many other

But there is no doubt that the intensifying crisis puts us, like so many other

organizations, under growing strain.

organizations, under growing strain.

If you are in a position to support us, please subscribe now.

If you are in a position to support us, please subscribe now.

As a subscriber, you will enjoy unlimited access to our blog, podcasts,

As a subscriber, you will enjoy unlimited access to our blog, podcasts,

monthly magazine featuring long reads and book reviews, the full

monthly magazine featuring long reads and book reviews, the full

C

C

OMMENTARY

OMMENTARY

 archive dating back to 1945, our curated iPad app, and much

 archive dating back to 1945, our curated iPad app, and much

more. You will also directly support our mission of delivering the highest-

more. You will also directly support our mission of delivering the highest-

quality commentary on the world's most pressing issues – including the

quality commentary on the world's most pressing issues – including the

latest outbreak-related developments – to as wide an audience as possible.

latest outbreak-related developments – to as wide an audience as possible.

By helping us take inventory in and increase the storehouse of the best that

By helping us take inventory in and increase the storehouse of the best that

has been thought and said, every C

has been thought and said, every C

OMMENTARY

OMMENTARY

 subscriber makes a real

 subscriber makes a real

difference. Even at the cost of two coffees a month.

difference. Even at the cost of two coffees a month.

Thank you.

Thank you.

Print + Digital

Print + Digital

 for $9.97

 for $9.97

 

 

All Digital

All Digital

 for just $7.97

 for just $7.97

Subscribe via Subscribe via

"Why does COMMENTARY matter? Since 1945, no other monthly
magazine has so consistently published serious, provocative

argument and analysis. No other monthly magazine has viewed
America and the world through such a wide angle, encompassing
economics, politics, society, culture, religion, and diplomacy. No

other monthly magazine has published such a celebrated and wide-
ranging list of editors and contributors. Cerebral, critical, and

committed, the point of view found in its pages is as unique as it is
formidable. And in a world of Iranian nukes, rising anti-Semitism,

radical Islam, American disarmament, bipartisan neo-isolationism,
 reading COMMENTARY is more

than a pleasure. It is a necessity."

"For more than 60 years,  COMMENTARY has been a go-to source
on matters of the greatest importance to our nation and our

civilization. Today, its full-throated defense of the United States and
freedom is as eloquent as it was a half-century ago, and no less

urgent. Issues of the day will change, news cycles come and go,
but COMMENTARY remains an indispensable authority in the

battle of ideas that help to shape our world. Its continued
success is both an indication, and source, of the country’s

intellectual health."

Read more

"COMMENTARY has played an invaluable role in American political
discourse for decades, offering thoughtful analysis on issues rather
than sound bites or bumper stickers. Especially when it comes to
U.S. foreign and defense policy, COMMENTARY has time and time

again been ahead of the crowd, anticipating trends and
developments that others react to only after the fact. I can’t

imagine not being a COMMENTARY subscriber."
Read more

"COMMENTARY has become my new go-to website for news
analysis because it is measured, substantive, thoughtful, and written

for news consumers of all shapes and sizes. When juggling all the
issues of the day and thinking them through, I find myself going
back to COMMENTARY again and again to see if there’s anything
more that can help me add the ingredients needed to finalize an

argument. I like the mix of foreign policy and national political news,
as well as the discussions about America’s place in the world and
what it should be. 

Matthew Continetti

Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense under two administrations

John Bolton

Edward Kosner is the author of It’s News to Me, a memoir of his career as
the editor of Newsweek, New York magazine, Esquire, and the New York
Daily News. His article, “Bright Lights, Blighted City,” appeared in our
March issue.
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